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the nectaries of very many flowers from different places under all the possible circumstances in which nectar might be secreted, did he feel justified in saying, "We may therefore safely conclude that the nectaries of the above named orchids neither in this country nor in Germany ever contain nectar." Even then he restricted the negative conclusion to the two countries in which the exhaustive examinations had been made.
But he did not rest with this negative evidence. It was strong enough to convince him that there was no ordinary nectar, but the further evidence that he presents shows how quickly negative evidence falls into the background in the presence of even the most indirect positive evidence. He was thoroughly convinced that these orchids require the visits of insects for fertilization, that insects visit flowers for the attractions offered in the way of nectar, pollen, etc. ; that nature could not deceive insects by a permanent imposture, and yet that in these orchids the ordinary attraction was absent. It was as if a crime had been committed, and he were asked to believe there was no criminal.
In  examining the nectaries of the several